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Berks Shines features students of all ages and music

genres who are connected to RMF’s scholarship and
outreach programs.

2025 : -

Proceeds support RMF’s efforts to provide access to
music education through scholarships and
instruments, and further RMF’s advocacy work to
make music education a priority in our schools.
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RMF believes that every child in Berks should have access to high quality
music programs, and events like Berks Shines allow us to make that
possible. Not every student musician will become a professional musician,
but the skills they’ve learned through choir and band will play an important
role in whatever direction they choose. Students who participate in music
have a tangible advantage when it comes to developing a strong work ethic
and positive attitude.

Celebrating its 100th year in 2027, RMF is a public charity that provides
financial support to music presenters in Berks County; awards music
scholarships based on auditions and financial need; and conducts extensive
music outreach, including programs in most of Berks County’s public and
parochial schools. RMF is governed by a self-perpetuating board of volunteer
trustees and is administered by a staff of three full-time and one part-time
employee. The Foundation relies on public support each year.

RMF’S ANNUAL EFFORTS TO SUPPORT MUSIC EDUCATION AND
APPRECIATION INCLUDE:

; Investing more than $250,000 in scholarships for Berks
County student musicians, divided equally between audition-

i
g based awards and awards that respond to financial need.
|
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¢/ Supporting local music organizations with $200,000 in
program grants that advance and advocate for music education

and appreciation.

Advocating for Berks County’s strong music network by
strengthening the capacity of school music programs, supporting
the economic development generated by the arts, and expanding
community access to concerts and ensembles.

Ensuring quality instruments are available to students--
regardless of their ability to afford them--through Operation
Replay, RMF’s instrument recycling program sponsored by
Zeswitz Music.

Mailing Address: PO Box 14835, Reading PA, 19612-4835
Physical Address: 201 Washington Street, Suite 503, Reading, PA 19601
Phone: (610) 376-3395 | Email: kshultz@readingmusicalfoundation.org

www.readingmusicalfoundation.org




BERKS SHINES PROGRAM

Celebrating extraordinary student musicians
with Reading Musical Foundation

WELCOME

Paul G. Oxholm, Chair
Keri Shultz, President
Dr. Willis Rapp, Host

PERFORMANCES

Ethan Zhou | piano
Piano Sonata No. 9 in E Major, Op. 14 No. 1 by Ludwig van Beethoven

Evangeline Salvaterra | violin/fiddle
Blue Moon of Kentucky (Bluegrass)
Rockingham Cindy (Appalachian)
Goldenrod (Celtic)

Serafina Salvaterra | violin/fiddle

12" Street Rag (Bluegrass)
Foxchase (Appalachian)
The Star of Munster (Celtic)

Ellen Rochlin | voice
Accompanied by Kevin Cooper
Simple Little Things from 110 in the Shade

#5
Reid Justeson (Saxophone), Mary Hess (Guitar), Ethan Herrlin
(Drums), Elijah Sicher (Bass), Connor Christ (Piano)

performing the following jazz standards:
There Is No Greater Love
Recoda Me
Footprints

CLOSING

Fran Post, Chair of Development

Table cookies are provided by Andi J’s Cookies — one of our esteemed
music educators in the Oley Valley School District.




KELLY TOYOTA

2025 Berks Shines Producer Sponsor




Ron & Deb Pook

2025 Berks Shines Producer Sponsor




meet our performers

Ethan Zhou

Ethan is a tenth-grade student at Lancaster
Country Day School. He plays the clarinet
in the school band and the cello with the
Reading Symphony Youth Orchestra.
Outside of music, Ethan enjoys flying
drones, playing chess, and exploring 3D
printing. Ethan has been a participant in
RMF merit auditions for many years and is
thankful that such a generous foundation
exists.

Evangeline & Serafina Salvaterra
Evangeline has played violin since she was
four. She loves playing Celtic, bluegrass,

and Appalachian music as well as classical.
Her other hobbies are rollerblading,

reading, and drawing.

Serafina has been playing violin since she
was five. She also plays the mandolin,
banjo, tin whistle, and piano. Her other
hobbies are crafting, playing outside, and
rollerblading.




meet our performers

Ellen Rochlin

Ellen Rochlin is a current second semester
Integrated (Musical Theatre) student at AMDA
College in the Upper West Side. Some of Ellen’s
past credits include: Reno Sweeney (Anything
Goes), Snow White (Disenchanted), Philoclea
(Head Over Heels), and Jo March (Little
Women). Ellen was most recently seen at 54
Below in NYC as a soloist in a cabaret show
called All Grown Up: A Tribute to the Roles
You’ve Outgrown. Ellen has performed in
various community productions in her
hometown of Pennsylvania, and occasionally
sings for The Ringgold Band of Reading,

Pennsylvania.

#5 | Reid Justeson, Mary Hess, Ethan
Herrlin, Elijah Sicher, Connor Christ
The #5 Jazz Combo was founded 2 years
ago by 5 members of the Kutztown High
School Jazz Ensemble. The group performs
at numerous events around Kutztown and
Berks County. The group was a finalist and
runner-up in the RMF combo contest last
year. Several members of the group also
play professionally and have been a part of
various county, district, and state jazz
bands. The #5 is entirely student-run; they
pick the songs, rehearse the group, and
negotiate payment - all things a pro combo
would do! “Thank you for the opportunity
to play for you all today!”




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Thank you to the following sponsors and friends for
making Berks Shines possible!

PRODUCER SPONSORS
Kelly Toyota

Ron & Deb Pook

PERFORMER SPONSORS
The deGruchy Charitable Fund
Connors Investor Services
Leigh & Peter Rye
Power Kunkle Benefits Consulting

TABLE SPONSORS
Berks & Exeter Pediatrics
Fran Post & GuidePost Capital Management Group, LLC
Paul Oxholm
Spotts Insurance Group

Kevin Cooper
Lauren Little
Jodi Spiegel & Family
Dr. Willis Rapp
RMF Board of Trustees & Staff
Elissa Towles and the DoubleTree team
VA Productions
and
Our Talented Musicians along with their
Supportive Families & Music Teachers




BRENTWOOD
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT
THE READING MUSICAL
FOUNDATION

BRENTWOOD
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Berks & Exeter
Pediatrics

Integrated Medical Group, P.C.

We have two great locations! Both offices are accepting new patients...
Call today for an appointment!

@ Berks Pediatrics § ¥ Exeter Pediatrics ¢
555 Raymond Street 6 Hearthstone Ct., Ste. 201
Reading, PA 19605 Reading, PA 19606
Phone: 610-921-1111 Phone: 610-779-9550
Fax: 610-921-2419 Fax: 610-779-6433
www.berkspediatrics.com www.exeter-pediatrics.com

Trusted by generations of Berks County families to provide compassionate, comprehensive,
affordable, quality healthcare to newborns, children, and adolescents.
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READING MUSICAL
FOUNDATION

RMF’s mission is to advance and advocate for
music education and appreciation in Berks County.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
2025-2026
Officers

Paul G. Oxholm
Chair

Fran Post
Vice Chair of Development

Martha Aynardi Ph.D.
Vice Chair of Finance

Srividya Sridhar
Vice Chair of Programs

Stephanie Kocher
Treasurer

Sandra B. Kern, D.Ed
Assistant Treasurer

Debora A. Micka
Secretary

TRUSTEES

Michael D. Anderson
Mike D’Errico, Ph.D.
Virginia Dodge

John Ernesto

Lewis D. Freeman, III
Wanda I. Gonzalez-Crespo
Kent Gutzler

Tim Haynes

Timothy J. Simmons, CPA
Rick Tomlinson

Kim Webster

HONORARY
TRUSTEES

Bruce P. Bengtson
John T. Connelly
Bruce L. Dietrich
Robert R. Kreitz, Esq.
Eric Moyer

Dr. Thomas B. Souders
C. Thomas Work, Esq.

RMF STAFF:

Keri Shultz
President

Loretta Campbell
Bookkeeper

Melissa Crotty
Music Education Advisor

Becca Snyder
Communications & Community
Engagement Coordinator

For the Love of Music




Connors Investor

Services is proud

to be a sponsor
of Berks Shines.

Congratulations
to these amazing
musicians!

1210 Broadcasting Rd., Suite 200

(‘ CON NORS Wyomissing, PA

INVESTOR SERVICES, INC. 610-376-7418
connorsinvestor.com

Celebratm
ikt g 0 years in busmesS

Spotts

*2%.4 INSURANCE GROUP

Serving Berks County and Surrounding areas

AUTO | HOME | BUSINESS | LIFE | FARM

Proud to Support

Berks Shines & The Reading Musical Foundation

610-374-2911
Spotts4insurance.com
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*  FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF RMF

GuidePost

Capital Management Group, LLC

berks shines committee members

RMF DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE:

Fran Post, Vice Chair of Development
Mike Anderson
Virginia Dodge
Kent Gutzler
Robert Hobaugh
Stephanie Kocher
Paul Oxholm
Vidya Sridhar
Tom Work



